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Forever Chic

DESIGNER ALLISON BABCOCK TRANSFORMS A

DATED SPEC HOUSE INTO A POSH FAMILY ESCAPE
BY LEILA JONES
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Babcock introduced'a palette =~
of blue and cream colors — to reflect
the water — throughout the house.
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DESIGNER SHOWCASE

ream homes are a thing these
days. Who in the last few months
hasn't wished for a secluded
retreat, preferably with a hot tub
and water views? For one couple
in the Hamptons, the dream has
been a reality since 2015.

Situated on a bluff above the Peconic Bay,
the light-drenched six thousand-square-foot
home has the feel of a small luxury resort, a
place for frequent family reunions and for taking
shelter from the world. Credit for the serenity-
inducing interiors goes to the Sag Harbor-based

designer Allison Babcock, whose posh minimalist
rooms encourage quiet contemplation.

The homeowners approached Babcock about
a redo in the winter of 2015, soon after they
closed on the place. Having bought the 80s-era
spec house largely on account of its dazzling
views of the bay, they were keen to refurbish it,
and hired Michael Davis Design & Construction
to do the architecture and construction. Working
in collaboration with that firm, Babcock went on
to transform the home into a sophisticated yet
comfortable sanctuary in four months flat.

Her first order of business was to reimagine

the space without the gingerbread accents,
seashell-encrusted moldings, and eyebrow
arches that were hiding its potential.

“Sometimes when people design and build
a house they get carried away,"” she says tactfully.
“They try out a lot of different styles and every
room has a different message.” Once the rooms
were free of architectural frou frou, Babcock
introduced a palette of blue and cream colors
— to reflect the water — throughout the house,
and she found inventive ways to smudge the
boundary lines between the built environment
and the natural world.

"Babcock finds
Inventive ways
to smudge the
poundary lines
between the built
environment and

the natural world.”

To this end, the living room features a
glass-topped coffee table with a base that was
cut from a giant teak stump, a pair of vintage
plaid Edward Wormley swivel chairs that can
be oriented to take in the view, and a pair
of Severin Hansen mid-century side tables
made of rosewood — all very tactile. She also
created seating areas to accommodate the
entire family in comfort and style with a mix
of custom-made and vintage pieces, some
upholstered in stain-resistant performance
fabric for the benefit of the younger children.
The idea, she says, was to choose furniture
and accessories that did not detract from the
beauty of the natural setting.

The media room posed another multi-
generational design puzzle: How to create
a space where adults and children can be
together yet apart, each doing their own
thing at the same time? Babcock’s solution
was to divide the space into two zones that
are separated by a black-out curtain. On one
side of the curtain she installed an oversized

sectional, a full-sized projector screen, and
a wine cabinet. She kitted out the other side

with a game room and a gym (there's also a
laundry room). While the adults watch movies,
the children play foos ball. And by corralling
the children’s toys in the basement, the rest
of the house always looks immaculate and
uncluttered.

Babcock employed a similar strategy
when it came to the outdoor areas. A pool
house serves as command central for pool
gear; at the far end of the pool is a hot tub
and a television viewing station equipped with
chairs (the owners love to watch sports while
in the hot tub and out of it). Off to one side,
tucked away out of sight. a serious outdoor
kitchen with a wood-burning pizza oven gets
frequent use on summer evenings.

The owners are delighted with their four-
season retreat, so much so that they recently
tried to replicate the outdoor kitchen at another
one of their homes. The last time she spoke to
her clients, the man relayed this bit of news
to her, then he said, teasingly, ‘Look what you
did!’
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