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ALLISON BABCOCK’S TRANQUIL
INTERIORS ARE AN ANTIDOTE
TO SENSORY OVERLOAD.

BY KATYA RUSSELL
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MATT KISIDAY

det@ign—minded alien whose only source of‘style intel
abour the U.S. was Instagram would conclude that

mericans are a bit obsessed with color. In the virtual

world, b[inding orange 1iving rooms, hot pink kitchens, and
violet bedrooms are cvcr‘ywhcrc, Burt for how Iong?

It's a question the Sag Harbor-based interior designer Allison

Babcock will never have to concern herself with. Babcock is

known for her skillful h;mdling of neutral colors. She also
favors one-of-a-kind and limited edition soft furnishings,
railored uphOlSI‘.CI}-‘._ and decorative elements thar reflect the
ourdoors. The resulr are interiors that fairly glow.

“We are bombarded with images all the time,” says Babcock.
When I come home at night_, [ want my surrounding& to feel
calm and serene.” Its a Fceiing that pervades her work —
including the 3?800—square—f‘00t Sag Harbor home pictured on

— . : these pages. The clients, a young married couple with children,
enlisred her help to carry out their plans for a double lot the._\e'
had acquired on a pretty village street. On the property was a
small farmhouse built in 1910 and a shed. Rather than tear the
former down, thcy hit on the idea of building an extension

that would become their main residence. The farmhouse
would serve as guest quarters, with the two structures forming
a unified whole.

Once an architect had dealt wicth the building Erwelope,
Babcock and the homeowner-husband took the reigns of the

project and designed a three-level extension (with a children’s




playroom in the finished basement) that connects to the existing house via the mudroom.

The latter leads to an open—plan 1iving and dining area, and kitchen. A staircase off the main

living area leads o four bedrooms, a laundry room, two full bathrooms, and a reading nook
& - £ g ’ &

that gets ample daylight.

The challenge, says Babecock, was to imbue the placc with character so that “you didn't just
see a lot of sheet rock.” And since the extension was to be a full-time residence rather than
a summer beach cotrage, Babcock chose materials that would give the space what she calls a
patina. She and the homeowner — who served as general contractor — brought in antique
ceiling beams and shiplap, installed two-over-rwo windows, and put down wide oak floor
boards, all of which were of a piece with the L)Iiginai farmhouse.

Babcock took the same approach to the finishes. The vintage pendant lights over the kitchen
island were inspircd by Paris strcetlights; the industrial~100king lights in the slate-floored
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mudroom once hung in a factory in eastern Burope. A pair of
travertine and iron tables from San Migue[ de Allende, Mexico, and
tWo high—backed Swedish mid—centur}’ chairs in the ]i\:ing area alung
with other unique pieces distinguish the space.

What ties it all togcthcr are the colors. Consider those in the sunlit
kitchen where Babeock employtd a palttte of soft creams, blacks,
and greys. ‘1 always think with an open—ﬂoor plan it’s better not to
have a white kitchen,” she says. “Darker colors add warmch and make
the ca]’.)inetl}r feel more like furniture and not quite so stark.” Black
hardware on the Shaker cabinets, grey concrete Countertops and lots
of natural wood tones give the space a grounded feel.

“Neutrals don't have to be monochromaric,” says Babcock, who
created a U-shaped breakfast nook and a dining area for larger
gatherings. For the first, she used a table the homeowner made from
wood that was part of the old shed. There’s also a refreshing burst of
green in a Marimekko fabric—upholstered banquette.

The overall effect is thoughtful and [surprisingly] vibrant. “M}-‘
palette is a soft one.” Babcock acknowledges. Her message is that
there’s nothing wrong with pattern and color as long as they are
judiciousl)’ employed_ “Don't be afraid to incorporate wood and
textures or to mix old and new “so that everything isn't the same
yet it all has a collected feel. Introduce the unexpectcd In a quiet
way — thmugh artwork, for exampie." She offers one final piece of
advice. “Don't cover your bathroom walls with tile that has sailboats
on it — put an anchor on your wall! That way i‘f_)'ou get tired of it,

you can aiways tl-lkC it dL’!\c\u’Tl,”
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